Standard lecithin/sphingomyelin and phosphatidylglycerol techniques compared with immunologic slide test.
A commercially available, rapid, technically simple, immunologic slide agglutination test for amniotic fluid (AF) phosphatidylglycerol has been compared with the lecithin/sphingomyelin (L:S) ratio and phosphatidylglycerol determined by thin-layer chromatography. The immunologic test lacks sensitivity when compared with phosphatidylglycerol measured by thin-layer chromatography, and both phosphatidylglycerol measurements are considerably less sensitive than the L:S ratio. The authors' results suggest that the immunologic test is probably useful as a screening test, but all negative results should be immediately followed up with an L:S ratio and phosphatidylglycerol measured by thin-layer chromatography.